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1. Write an essay on anA one of the following
topics :

(a) Arti{icial Intelligence and its impact in
education

(b) Atmanirbhar Bharat : Its challenges
and prospects

{c) Plastic pollution in Earth's ocearls

(d) Digital economy and its prospects in
India's industrial and commercial
growth
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T
o help im

prove the m
anagem

ent of forests,
U

S
A

ID
 and India's M

inistry of E
nvironm

ent,
F

orest and C
lim

ate C
hange launched the

F
orest-P

LU
S

 2'O
 as a five-year program

 in
three forest divisions-M

edak in T
elangana,

G
aya in B

ihar and T
hiruvananthapuram

 in
K

erala. T
he program

 uses a variety of tools
and livelihood interventions to enhance forest
m

anagem
ent and engage local com

m
unities.

O
ne im

portant tool is V
an, an integrated

system
 for collection of forest inventory and

ecosystem
 data through a m

obile app and
autom

ation of data analysis through a w
eb

portal. T
he V

an system
 uses satellite im

ages
and 

geo-analytics to 
im

prove forest
m

anagem
ent and to collect data that is

uploaded to a cloud-based data repository.
T

he 
data 

arra)yzed inform
s 

forest
m

anagem
ent projects. T

he system
 has not

only 
increased the 

accuracy of 
data

collection but 
has 

also 
significantly

decreased the tim
e and effect required for

collecting and analyzing data.
Increasing econom

ic opportunities for local
com

m
unities is also an im

portant aspect of
the F

orest-P
LU

S
 2.O

 program
. "E

cotourism
projects have been im

plem
ented in 

the
D

ungeshw
ari and B

arabar hills", 
says

S
. S

udhakar, conservator of forest at the
G

aya F
orest C

ircle in 
B

ihar. 
O

ther
livelihood interventions include M

oringa
V

alue C
hain products and the m

anufacture
of incense sticks from

 rerycled flow
ers

(31

from
 

the 
M

ahabodhi and 
V

ishnuP
ad

T
em

ples. W
ild honey and P

ickles are
m

anufactured as w
ell. T

his w
ill be upscaled

and sold through outlets in B
odh G

aya
w

here tourists w
ill be m

ajor custom
ers.

D
evelopm

ental program
s like these help

F
orest O

fficers w
ork closely w

ith village
com

m
unities. T

his, in turn, helps to create
an understanding through w

hich they can
address issues like hum

an-w
ildlife conflict

m
ore com

prehensivelY
.

Q
uestions 

:

(a) W
hy w

as the F
orest-P

LU
S

 2'O
 program

. launched? D
escribe in your ow

n w
ords-

(b) W
hat is the V

an system
? W

hat are its
uses?

(c) 
H

ow
 is the F

orest-P
LU

S
 2'O

 program
. 

helping local com
m

unities?

W
hat are your 

view
s on 

forest
m

anagem
ent in India?

D
o you think developm

ental program
s,

like the ones m
entioned in the above

passage, help in effective forest m
anage-

m
ent? G

ive a w
ell-reasoned response'

(d)

(e)
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3. W
.fit a pr€cis of the follow

ing passage
w

ithin one-third of its length ana provide an
appropriate title 

:

lhere w
as a yolng boy w

ho cam
e regularly

to soccer practice but never m
ade itlo 

U
:"

ltuti.S
 team

. .W
hile_he w

as pra"ti"irrg, hi"
father w

ould sit at the far ".ft- of the field,
w

aiting for him
. T

he m
atches began and for

four -days, the boy did ;; 
";r* 

up for
practice or the quarter. or sem

i_finals. H
e

appeared for the final gam
e, w

ent to the
coach and said, "C

oachl you have alw
ays

kept m
e in the resen/es and never let m

e
npv jn_the gam

es. B
ut today, pi;""; ;; ;;

play." T
he coach said, "S

ori,'I-; 
sorrS

r, I
can't let you. T

here are better pfay"r" U
r*

' you and besides, it is the' finats; the
reputation of the school is at stake ."a f
cannot take a thance. on you." T

he boy
pleaded, "C

oach, I prom
ise, f *ifi oot let you

do*T
. -I bg8 of you, please let m

e-play., T
he

go1ch had never seen the boy plead like this
before. H

e said, "O
kay "orr, gio il;"" 

il;
rem

em
beq I am

 going agiinst m
y better 

.
judgem

ent and tfrJrepirtaiorr-of the school
is at stake. D

on,t let m
e dow

n-i T
he gam

e
started and the boy played like a houJe on
fire. E

very tim
e he gtt-th" U

.U
,-t" shot a

goal. N
eedless to say fr" w

as the "t", of tn"
gam

e. H
is team

 had a spectacular w
in.

W
h:T

 the gam
e finiphed, the coach w

ent up
to him

 and said, oS
on, to* 

couta I have
been so w

rong? I have never """rr'you ptay

20

(5,

like this before. W
hat happened? H

ow
 did

you play so w
ell? T

he boy replied, "C
oach,

m
y father is w

atching m
e today." T

he coach
turned around and looked at the place
w

here the boy's father used to sit. T
here w

as
none there. H

e said, oS
on, your father used

to sit there w
hen you cam

e for practice, but
I don't see anyone there today." T

he boy
replied, "C

oach., there is som
ething I never

told you. M
y father w

as blind. Just four days
ago, he died. T

oday is the first day he is
w

atching m
e from

 above."

4. 
Y

ou are a field oflicer in the D
epartm

ent of
A

griculture. Y
ou are assigned to do a lield

survey and exam
ine various problem

s faced
by the sm

all farm
ers in cultivating sum

m
er

crops.

D
raft a report of your field survey and its

findings to place it 
before the S

ecretar5r,
M

inistry of A
griculture. 

25
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